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Genesis 11-36 
 
11 - The tower of Babel 

- Pre-tower, all one language. 
- Moses merely put the effect before the cause. Genesis 10 gives an 

overview, and then Genesis 11 fills in the details. Gen 1 and 2 
- Build a tower together to God, this isn’t what God told them to do. 
- Then God blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, “Be 

fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth. - Genesis 9:1 
- God stops them, confusing their language and disperses them.  
- 8 So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and 

they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called 
Babel—because there the Lord confused the language of the 
whole world. From there the Lord scattered them over the face 
of the whole earth. - 11:8,9 

- Go back to ch 10 you see the result of ch 11, Table of nations SLIDE 
- We find out that Abram is a descendant of Shem. 

 
12 - The Lord speaks to Abram and sends him out to become a great 
nation 12:1-3 

- The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people 
and your father’s household to the land I will show you. 2 “I will 
make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make 
your name great, and you will be a blessing. 3  I will bless those 
who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all 
peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” 

- Covenant between God and man, through Abram 
- Abram obeys 12:4, age 75, his wife, nephew Lot and all the people 

and possessions they had acquired...quite the entourage. 
- The Lord appears 12:7  The Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To 

your offspring I will give this land.” - Theophany? 
- Due to a famine Abram moved to Egypt for awhile. 12:10 
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- First time Abram gives up his wife, although technically she was his 
half sister. 20:12, ends up with resources from Pharoah. 

 
13 - Abram leaves Egypt and he’s wealthy! 

- Abram and Lot’s possessions were too great to stay together so they 
split up, Abram shows humility and allows Lot to decide what land he 
wants first.  

- Abram in Canaan and Lot around Sodom. 
- The Lord speaks and shows Abram his inheritance. 13:14-17 
- 14 The Lord said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, “Look 

around from where you are, to the north and south, to the east 
and west. 15 All the land that you see I will give to you and your 
offspring forever. 16 I will make your offspring like the dust of 
the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your 
offspring could be counted. 17 Go, walk through the length and 
breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you.” 

 
14 - Lot is captured as the 4 King alliance came and pillaged Sodom and 
surrounding cities. 14:12 

- Abram, along with his 318 trained men born in his household defeat 
the kings and bring Lot and all of the people and possessions back. 
14:14 

- Melchizedek - King of Salem, brought out bread and wine, He was a 
high priest of God Most High. 14:18  

- 18 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. 
He was priest of God Most High, 19 and he blessed Abram, 
saying, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 

         Creator of heaven and earth. 20 And praise be to God Most 
High, who delivered your enemies into your hand.” Then Abram gave 
him a tenth of everything. 

- Hebrews 7 goes more in depth than the 3 verses here. 
- Abram gives him a tenth of everything, 400+ years before tithing was 

given to Moses. 14:20 
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- Theophany?  Christophany? 
 
15 - The Lord speaks to Abram in a vision. 15:1 

- The Lord says look up at the sky and count the stars. V5 
-  5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at the sky and count 

the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, 
“So shall your offspring be.” 6 Abram believed the Lord, and he 
credited it to him as righteousness. 

- The Lord is talking to Abram and tells him to bring a sacrifice. V9 
- The Lord prophesies for 400 years Abrams descendants will be 

strangers in a country not their own. V13,14 
- Smoking firepot and blazing torch appeared and passed between the 

pieces of the sacrifice. V17 Unilateral, God did it all. 
- God made a covenant with Abram that day to give him the land. 

 
16 - Sarai is upset with God for not allowing her to get pregnant and so she 
tells Abram to sleep with her servant, Hagar, then gets mad at Hagar when 
she becomes pregnant and Hagar flees.  V1-6  (also immediately passes 
blame to Abram, but like Adam with Eve, he should have known better in 
the first place.) 

- The ANGEL of the Lord finds Hagar and starts talking.  He speaks in 
the first person of God. Theophany again in angel form? 

- 9 Then the angel of the Lord told her, “Go back to your mistress 
and submit to her.” 10 The angel added, “I will increase your 
descendants so much that they will be too numerous to count.” 

- 13 She gave this name to the Lord who spoke to her: “You are 
the God who sees me,” for she said, “I have now seen the One 
who sees me. 

- She calls the “angel” the Lord, Yeh ho va, Jehovah, which means the 
existing One.  The proper name of the One True God. 

- Ishmael is born, Abram is 86. However, the covenant does NOT go 
through him, he will live a life of hostility. 
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17 - There is a break of 13 years where we read of nothing between God 
and Abram, then at 99 the Lord appeared. V1 

- When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to 
him and said, “I am God Almighty; walk before me faithfully and 
be blameless. 2 Then I will make my covenant between me and 
you and will greatly increase your numbers.” 

- God changes his name to Abraham - The Father of Many 
- Goes from one nation(ch 12) to many 
- 9 Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my 

covenant, you and your descendants after you for the 
generations to come. 10 This is my covenant with you and your 
descendants after you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male 
among you shall be circumcised.  

- God changes Sarai’s name to Sarah and declares He will bless her 
with a child in which the covenant will go through. 

- 19 Then God said, “Yes, but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, 
and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him 
as an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. 20 
And as for Ishmael, I have heard you: I will surely bless him; I 
will make him fruitful and will greatly increase his numbers. He 
will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great 
nation. 21 But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom 
Sarah will bear to you by this time next year.” 22 When he had 
finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from him. 

- Abraham and every male connected to him was circumcised, fulfilling 
his end of the covenant. 

 
18 - Abraham and 3 visitors.  

- This could be another Theophany.  1. The Lord appeared to 
Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was sitting at 
the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 

- There are 3 men and 2 leave to deal with Sodom and Gomorrah but 
Abraham stays with the Lord.  
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- 22 The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but Abraham 
remained standing before the Lord. 23 Then Abraham 
approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous 
with the wicked? 

- Abraham negotiates with God over destroying S&G.  50, 45, 40, 30, 
20, 10...if even 10 were found righteous, God would have relented. 

- The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was 
sitting in the gateway of the city. - Genesis 19 referred to as 
angels, not men. 

 
19 - Sodom and Gomorrah are destroyed for their perversion and sexual 
sins, especially homosexual relations.  

- Lot’s daughters take things into their own hands, they both get 
pregnant from their Father and they will give birth to Moab and 
Ben-Ammi, which will be the Moabites and Ammonites.  Their 
descendants will become enemies and obstacles for Israel.  

 
20 - Abraham gives Sarah away again!!! 

- God stops Abimelek, King of Gerar, from doing anything with her.  
- He returns her to Abraham and then offers sheep and cattle, male 

and females slaves and offers them to live anywhere they want.  
 
21 - The birth of Isaac. The covenant was through him, the bloodline. 

- 12 God said to him, “Do not be so distressed about the boy and 
your slave woman. Listen to whatever Sarah tells you, because it 
is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned. 13 I will 
make the son of the slave into a nation also, because he is your 
offspring.”  

- Hagar and Ishmael are sent away and v20 says God was with the 
boy as he grew up. 

 
22 - Abraham willing to sacrifice his Son that he loved. 
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- 2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you 
love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there 
as a burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 

- Notice that God says you only son whom you love - Isaac.  
- Abraham obeys and yet God stops him from following through with it 
- 15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a 

second time 16 and said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, 
that because you have done this and have not withheld your 
son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you and make your 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the 
sand on the seashore.  - Is the angel Jesus? He swears by Himself! 

- We will discuss this in more detail shortly but let’s move on for now. 
 
23 - Sarah dies, Abraham buys a field with a cave in it to bury her, this is 
where he will also be buried along with Isaac and Jacob with their wives. 
 
24 - Abraham sends one of his head servants to go back to his home 
country of Nahor and find a wife for Isaac from his own clan.  God directs 
his servants steps right to Rebekah, which would become Isaac’s wife. 
She was Isaac’s cousin 1 ½ removed. 
 
25 - Abraham remarries, has 6 more kids, blesses each of them, yet leaves 
everything to Isaac, the son of the covenant.  

- He dies at 175, his sons, Isaac and Ishmael bury.  
- A few years later Ishmael dies. 
- Rebekah gets pregnant 20 years after she marries Isaac with twins. 
- 23 The Lord said to her, 

“Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples from within you will be separated; 
one people will be stronger than the other, 

 and the older will serve the younger. 
- One day Esau was in desperate need of food and Jacob had some, 

but wouldn’t share it.  He made a deal with his own brother to trade 
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the soup for Esau’s birthright, meaning because Esau was the 
firstborn he would be the one who inherits the blessing of the 
bloodline.  Esau does it like a moron!  I would have fought my brother 
right then and there! It goes on to say Esau despised his birthright.  

- 6 See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, 
who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest 
son. 17 Afterward, as you know, when he wanted to inherit this 
blessing, he was rejected. Even though he sought the blessing 
with tears, he could not change what he had done.- Hebrews 12 
Our decisions have ramifications don’t they? 

 
26.  - The Lord appears to Isaac and tells him to stay in Gerar.  This is the 
first time we read about the Lord talking directly to Isaac. 

- Isaac pulls the same “my wife is my sister” stunt as his Dad did, to the 
same exact King.  So messed up. King Abimelek 

- The Lord appears a second time saying He will bless Isaac for the 
sake of his dad, Abraham. 

 
27.  - Isaac is old and it’s time to bless his firstborn, the problem is, he’s so 
old he doesn’t see or hear very well anymore, like brother Rick! 

- Rebekah hears the interaction between Isaac and Esau and works in 
cahoots with Jacob to trick Isaac for the blessing. 

- Jacob lies 3 x that he was Esau to his Father. 
- Obviously when Esau comes back he finds out, wants to kill his 

brother, which I totally get. Jacob runs away!  
- Ch 25 shows that God tells Rebekah that the older would serve the 

younger, so she takes things into her own hands to make sure that 
happens, seems as if Isaac did not know this. 

 
28. - Isaac blesses Jacob and tells him not to marry a Canaanite woman 
and sends him to Uncle Laban, Rebekah's brother to find a wife. 

- Esau hears about what Jacob is doing and decides to marry a 
Canaanite woman just to try and win back favor with his dad. 
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- Jacob has a dream about a stairway to heaven. 
- 12 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the 

earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God 
were ascending and descending on it. 13 There above it stood 
the Lord, and he said: “I am the Lord, the God of your father 
Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you and your 
descendants the land on which you are lying.  28:12-13 

- 51 He(Jesus) then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see 
‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending 
on’ the Son of Man.” - John 1:51 

- The second mention of giving a tenth(what will later be called a tithe). 
Jacob says all that you give me, I will give a tenth! 

 
29. - Jacob goes and lives with Uncle Laban.  

- He agrees to work for 7 years in order to get Rachel as his bride. 
- Vs 18 says Jacob was in love with Rachel. 
- He completes the 7 years and yet his uncle doesn’t uphold his end of 

the deal but he has to marry Leah, so he works another 7 years to get 
to marry Rachel too. 

- Leah has 4 kids, Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah. 
 
30. - Rachel can’t get pregnant, so she gives her servant Bilhah to Jacob in 
hopes to have a kid through.  It happens, twice. Dan and Naphtali. 

- Now Leah, sees her’s sisters servant girl getting pregnant and thinks, 
I’ll do that to with my servant girl.  Zilpah has two sons, Gad and 
Asher. 

- Leah again gets pregnant and has two more sons, Issachar and 
Zebulun plus has a daughter named Dinah. 

- Then God remembered Rachel and gave her a son, Joseph! 
- Jacob strikes a deal to stay with Laban for spotted and striped 

animals in return for working for Laban.  
- He then swindles the swindler, ever heard you can’t con a con artist? 

10 years worth of a flock. 
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31 - And the LORD said unto Jacob, Return unto the land of thy 
fathers, and to thy kindred; and I will be with thee. 

- Jacob leaves, Laban pursues him and God speaks to Laban and 
warns him.  

- They make a pact between each other to never harm one another. 
 
32 - Jacob leaves and sends messengers with livestock as a gift to meet up 
with Esau and hopefully right his wrongs. 

- That night he stays at camp by himself and wrestles with a man.  
- Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but 

Israel, because you have struggled with God and with humans 
and have overcome.” - 32:28 

- It says that the man blesses him, what good is a mere mortal man’s 
blessing? 

- He says he saw God face to face. 
- Most theologians believe this to be God, a theophany.  

 
33. - Jacob and Esau meet up, they embrace, bygone are bygones, Jacob 
continues on towards Canaan. 
 
34. - Dinah, the daughter of Leah and Jacob is defiled, her brothers go and 
kill all of the men in that clan and take all of their possessions, the whole 
thing was wrong!  
 
35. - Then God said to Jacob, “Go up to Bethel and settle there, and 
build an altar there to God, who appeared to you when you were 
fleeing from your brother Esau.” 2 So Jacob said to his household 
and to all who were with him, “Get rid of the foreign gods you have 
with you, and purify yourselves and change your clothes. 

- V9 says God appeared to Jacob again. 
- Rachel dies while giving birth to Benjamin. 
- These kids will be the 12 tribes of Israel 
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- Isaac dies at 180 
 
36. - Esua’s descendants - Father of the Edomites. 
 
So, in summary, I wanna look at just a couple of things.  In these 25 
chapters we see God speaking or appearing in 17 of the chapters.  
 
11 - Comes down and speaks as “Us” trinity and confuses langues 
12 - Speaks and appears to Abram, great nation 
13 - Speaks to Abram about his offspring like the dust of the earth 
14 - Melchizedek - Theophany 
15 - Speaks to Abram - look at the sky and count the stars - 5x in ch 
16 - The angel of the Lord - Christophany, speaks in 1st person to Hagar 
17 - Appears and speaks to Abram, changes name, adds circumcision 
18 - Appears with two angels, foretells about Isaac, Abr pleads for S&G 
20 - In a dream to King Abimelek and warns him, calls Abr prophet 
21 - God speaks, The angel of God calls from heaven to Hagar 
22 - God tells Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, Jesus blesses him from heaven 
25 - God speaks to Rebekah about Jacob being the chosen one 
26 - God appears to Isaac, 2x 
28 - Appears to Jacob in a dream about the Stairway to Heaven, Jesus 
31 - Speaks to Jacob twice and warns Laban 
32 - Jacob wrestles with God? 
35 - God said to Jacob go up to Bethel create an altar, appears to him 
again and calls him name Israel again.  
So what does all of this mean? 
That God was intimately intertwined in ALL of this, that this Covenant 
between man and Him, was ALL His doing because He created us to love 
us!  
Lastly, I wanna come back around to Ch 22 when God tells Abraham to 
sacrifice his one and only son.  
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2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom you 
love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a 
burnt offering on a mountain I will show you.” 
Do you know that this is the first time the word LOVE is used in the Bible 
and it’s tied to a Father loving his one and only son.  
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. - John 
3:16 
The region of Moriah is significant for a few reasons, in that area is where 
the Tabernacle will be built and where Christ would be sacrificed.  As you 
read the account of where God tells Abraham to go He says go to Moriah 
and I’ll tell you the mountain to go to.  According to renowned Bible scholar 
Chuck Missler, some believe where the sacrifice was to take place for 
Isaac was where the Tabernacle would eventually be which is approx 600 
meters above sea level, the region is elevated, but that’s not the peak or 
the “mountain”, the highest peak is around 777 meters, an interesting 
number, perfect and complete and custom would have a sacrifice on the 
highest hill. That peak is called Golgotha...the place of the skull. Some 
1700 years later, another Father will be asked to give up His One and 
ONLY Son whom He LOVES at a place called Golgotha.  No one is for 
sure the exact mountain, but it sure seems it could have been Golgotha. 
Right here in the middle of Genesis we see a foreshadowing of what will 
come through Jesus and possibly what Jesus meant when he said this in 
John 8:56 
56 Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; he 
saw it and was glad.” 
 


